
In an emergency: please 

ask your nurse to page the 

on-call chaplain. They are 

available 24/7/365 and 

serve as a first line of care 

in emergencies. 

We complement the Hospi-

tal‟s Spiritual Care Service by 

ministering through the Epis-

copal Church‟s traditions and 

services as found in the Book 

of Common Prayer.  

We hope you will let us 

know if you or someone in 

your family will be staying in 

Stanford Hospital – we‟d love 

to visit while you are here. 

Please pass this information 

on to Episcopalians who are 

scheduled to be cared for in 

or suddenly are patients of 

Stanford Hospital & Clinics.   

It is easy to reach us: 

From 9 am to  5  pm: 

please contact the Spiritual 

Care Service by phone (dial 

3-5101 from any hospital 

phone or 650-753-5101). 

From 5 pm. to 9 am: 

please page the on-call 

chaplain by calling 650- 

723-8222, and then enter-

ing the page number: 

15683. 

 

 

Sometimes during our visits 

we pray together using the 

Book of Common Prayer, 

read a familiar Psalm or bring 

you communion that was 

consecrated in a nearby Epis-

copal church. On other visits 

we may engage in open 

hearted conversation. Some-

times we just listen. Our goal 

is to offer pastoral care in the 

tradition of the Episcopal 

Church, bringing familiar rites 

and prayers into your life 

while you are here. 

For more information please 

visit www.episcochaplain.org.  

The fountains at the 

main entrance to 

Stanford Hospital. 
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Ministering to patients. their 

families and staff at Stanford 

Hospital & Clinics  

Your Support Counts! 

Individual contributions and contributions from  

Episcopal Congregations and our diocese are our princi-

pal source of financial support. Each year we must 

raise enough money to continue this ministry. If you 

would like to help support our ministry, please send you 

gift to us as a check made out to:  

The Episcopal Chaplaincy at  

Stanford Hospital  

and mail your donation to us at: 

The Episcopal Chaplaincy at Stanford Hospital 

Spiritual Care Service 

Stanford Hospital and Clinics 

300 Pasteur Drive 

Room HG004 

Stanford, CA 94305 

How to contact us when you visit Stanford Hospital & Clinics 

We‟re on the Web! 

episcochaplain.org 

The Episcopal Chaplain-

cy is a ministry of Bay 

Area Episcopalians. We 

are supported by contri-

butions from Episcopal 

congregations, individuals and 

the Episcopal Diocese of California. We 

receive in-kind assistance – but not receive 

financial support – from the Hospital.  

same patient joins in the same 

prayer with enthusiasm.  It 

seems like a miracle:  people 

waking up, leaving the 

hospital with new lungs or 

hearts or  knees or hips, 

leaving to lead active lives 

for many years. Your 

continued support is essential 

in helping us continue this 

journey.  

Thank you for bringing us 

this far. Please help us 

continue in the new year with 

a gift today of  your time or a 

contribution.  

By Chaplain Tom Jackson 

 

When we meet a patient for 

the first time, we never know 

how our journey together will 

end. If things go well and the 

patient is healed, our time 

together is short. Sometimes 

the course of treatment will 

run for months, taking us on a 

roller coaster ride of good 

and bad days. The best we 

can do is to walk with a 

patient and their family as 

they move through the bright 

hill tops and dark valleys and 

all the places in between. 

If the course of treatment 

winds on for weeks or 

months, we become familiar 

faces, playing the role of 

minister as well as fellow 

member of their hospital 

bound congregation of two or 

three people. We pray 

together, we share 

communion, we buy each 

other coffee, and sometimes 

we talk about the weather so 

there’s something in the room 

besides medical test results, 

treatment options and the 

sounds of an acute care 

hospital.  

We are truly blessed to be 

there when people need us, 

when they yearn for someone 

to listen, when they don’t 

want to be alone or when 

they need the comfort of 

familiar prayers from our 

Book of Common Prayer. 

Saying the Lord’s Prayer 

takes on new meaning when a 

patient struggling to regain 

consciousness after surgery 

suddenly, despite sedation, 

begins to form the words you 

are praying. A week later, 

now fully conscious, the 

We never know how our journey will end 

Rev. Tom Jackson Is Our New Episcopal Chaplain 

The Rev. Thomas C. Jackson 

has joined us as the Episcopal 

Chaplain to patients and their 

families at the Stanford 

Hospital and Clinics.  

 

Chaplain Tom coordinates 

our volunteers and visits 

Episcopal patients. To reach 

him, please call the Spiritual 

Care Service at  650-723-

5101.  

A graduate of the Church 

Divinity School of the 

Pacific, Tom completed his 

chaplaincy training through 

more than two years of study 

here at Stanford. On most 

Sundays he serves as an 

assisting priest at Christ 

Church in Alameda, CA.  

More on Chaplain Tom’s 

background is available 

online.  

Special points of 

interest: 

Read about our 

pilgrimage with 

patients. 

Hear what Epis-

copal CPE stu-

dents learned at 

Stanford this 

summer.  

What so special 

about bringing 

Holy Communion 

on Easter? 

An appeal for 

your continued 

financial support. 

Our ministry cares for Episcopal patients and families here.  
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This summer, Episcopalian 

Jakki Flanagan was a Clinical 

Pastoral Education (CPE) 

student here.  

She writes: A key element in my 

personal and professional 

exploration in CPE was related 

to reflections on 

forgiveness. Despite readings, 

prayer, and support from 

others, the path to forgiveness 

is often an isolated journey, a 

stripping down to the essence 

of who we are. I‟ve witnessed 

patients and family members 

struggling with forgiveness, 

wrestling with their own and 

others‟ humanity, with 

understanding, and ultimately, 

with God.  

These struggles are an ever 

present reminder of the 

spiritual anguish that can rise 

to the surface in the hospital 

and of the chaplain‟s role as 

companion on the journey. 

I am grateful and feel blessed 

for this chance to walk with, 

and learn from, a variety of 

individuals: my supervisors, 

colleagues, staff, patients, and 

their friends and families. Now 

that the first unit of CPE had 

ended I will begin my second 

year of seminary at Church 

Divinity School of the Pacific. I 

am a Postulant for Holy Orders 

in the Diocese of Vermont and 

hope one day to be a hospital 

chaplain. 

A Companion on the Journey 
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‘Our ministry works with 

Episcopal students in 

the Clinical Pastoral 

Care (CPE) program at 

Stanford to help them 

see how the prayers 

and traditions of our 

Church can help 

patients and their 

families here.  

 

Perhaps most 

important, we show 

students the value of 

being present with 

people as they walk 

through dark valleys 

and hard places.  

 

Sometimes, just being 

present is the greatest 

gift we can bring a 

patient or their family.’ 

 

Jakki Flanagan 

at our website or  go  to  

bitly.com/episignup.  

The website offers information 

on how to contact the Episcopal 

Chaplaincy as well as 

information on services, our 

supporting congregations, 

chaplain and the latest news 

from our ministry, hospital, and 

church.  

Our monthly e-newsletter 

We‟ve launched a new web site 

(www.epsicochaplain.org) to 

help Episcopalians find us 

when they are being in Stanford 

Hospital or one of its clinics. 

We‟re also starting a new e-

newsletter which will bring word 

of our ministry as well as other 

interesting information to our 

friends and supporters on a 

monthly basis starting in 

January, 2012. Sign up today  

combines updates on our 

Chaplaincy‟s work along with 

interesting information from 

Stanford Hospital, the 

Episcopal Church and the world 

of medicine.  
 

Combined, these sources of 

information will keep us up to 

speed as the Hospital 

continues on its multi-year 

building program.  

Learning a New Way to Care for People 

E-newsletter and Web Site Keeps You Informed  

Many Episcopal dioceses require 

candidates for ordination to 

complete at least one unit of 

Clinical Pastoral Education 

(CPE) to learn first hand about 

pastoral care. This summer, two 

of Stanford's CPE  students 

were Episcopalians. We work 

with Episcopal CPE students to 

help them learn about caring for 

members of our church. We 

asked Episcopalian Robert 

Anderson to reflect on his time 

with us this summer:   

In CPE this summer at Stanford, 

I have learned an entirely new 

way of approaching pastoral 

care that simply was not part of 

my pastoral theology coursework 

in seminary. The ability to see 

myself in relation to the other 

and identify those personal 

experiences and qualities that 

shape who I am is the first 

learning outcome.  

The second learning has been  

being aware of how those 

experiences and qualities 

facilitate or subtract from the 

pastoral care encounter.  

I am now far more aware of 

detecting and reflecting on who I 

am as I engage in a pastoral 

care situation. CPE is one of 

the most valuable, growth filled 

experiences in my pastoral 

education. 

Bringing the Gift of Communion at Easter 

to Episcopalians who are in the 

hospital. Sometimes we are the 

only link to their normal life. 

Sometimes, we make all the 

difference in the world, one 

person at a time.” 

Brining Holy Communion to 

patients is just one of the ways 

we minister to Episcopalians in 

the hospital. “Most of the time 

our visits center on active 

listening, on hearing what 

people have to say. We try to 

walk with people as they go 

through their hospital or clinic 

visit,” Chaplain Tom Jackson 

said.  

“One of my first patients at 

Stanford was an unconscious 

man resting in an intensive 

care unit. As I began leafing 

through the Book of Common 

Prayer his wife said: „You have 

no idea how much this means 

to me, how much hearing our 

prayers means to me.‟ Her 

words  resonate through our 

shared ministry here at 

Stanford.    

It was a rough Easter. Instead 

of being home and playing a 

leading role in Easter festivities 

of his church and family, this 

patient was struggling to 

recover from an infection that 

had landed him in one of 

Stanford Hospital‟s intensive 

care units. He was very much 

alone, pained by the distance 

his family could not travel to be 

with him for the holiday and 

deeply missing his children.  

Perhaps that is why he was so 

moved by our simple act of 

bringing Holy Communion to 

him in his hospital room. Maybe 

the words and ritual closed 

some of the distance he felt. Or 

perhaps receiving communion 

reminded him he was not 

alone, that bidden or unbidden, 

recognized or unrecognized, 

God is always present.  

“I was unprepared for the depth 

of his gratitude for just brining 

Holy Communion to his 

bedside,” our volunteer said. 

“That was the day I realized 

how much our visits can mean 

We Are Searching for Volunteer Chaplains 
We are currently search for 

volunteers to serve: 

Two or three Sundays a 

month bringing communion 

to Episcopal patients in the 

Hospital (typically 1st, 3rd 

and 5th or 2nd and 3rd 

Sundays). 

Once a week on Wednesdays 

or Thursdays. 

Two or three Fridays a month 

typically 1st, 3rd and 5th or 

2nd and 3rd Fridays) 

Prospective volunteers for our 

program must be at least 18 

years of age and be active in an 

Episcopal congregation.  

To request an application or 

additional information, please 

contact Chaplin Tom Jackson at 

tjackson@stanfordmed.org or 

650 723-5101.  

We are looking for volunteers to 

visit Episcopal patients in 

Stanford Hospital. Depending 

on your schedule, you can 

volunteer to help one day a 

week or once every other week. 

We offer comprehensive 

training and mentoring 

programs to help new 

volunteers. Our chaplain 

maintains contact with each 

volunteer, serving as a back-up 

person and resource. 
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How you can help 

We are looking for 

volunteers to visit 

Episcopal patients in 

Stanford Hospital. 

Depending on your 

schedule, you can 

volunteer to help one 

day a week or once 

every other week.  

If you can’t serve as a 

visitor, please consider 

making a gift to help 

support our ministry by 

sending a check made 

out to:  

The Episcopal 

Chaplaincy at  

Stanford Hospital  

and mailing  your 

donation to us: 

The Episcopal 

Chaplaincy at Stanford 

Hospital 

Spiritual Care Service 

Stanford Hospital and 

Clinics 

300 Pasteur Drive 

Room HG004 

Stanford, CA 94305 

Is It I Lord? 

mailto:tjackson@stanfordmed.org

